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Understanding the context



The Armed Forces have been rooted in North Yorkshire
for more than 100 years and the county is proud of its
military connections. Today, the military footprint in North
Yorkshire includes Catterick Garrison, one of the largest military
establishments in the UK, with sites at Ripon, Dishforth and Topcliffe; the
Army Foundation College at Harrogate; and Royal Air Force has stations at
Leeming, Fylingdales, Staxton Wold and Menwith Hill.

Currently, North Yorkshire has 10,770 armed services personnel, with the
Army accounting for the large majority of these (84%). Almost three
quarters of the total Army population in North Yorkshire (74%) is situated in
Richmondshire and a further one in five (20.1%) are based in Harrogate.
There are 1,690 Royal Air Force personnel in North Yorkshire, which
accounts for 15.7% of the total armed forces population. Most RAF
personnel (94.1%) are based in Hambleton and a small minority (5.9%) are in
Ryedale.

In addition to the large number of serving armed forces personnel, the
county has some of the largest concentrations of military veterans in the
country. The latest Census data (ONS, 2021) shows North Yorkshire has
29,831 Armed Forces Veterans. Richmondshire has the highest proportion
of Armed Forces Veterans in North Yorkshire at 9.5% (3,962) and third
highest in England and Wales. The proportion of veterans in
Richmondshire is more than double the national average figure, which is
3.8%. Harrogate has the highest number of Armed Forces Veterans in North
Yorkshire with 7,076 (5.2%).

Added to this, there are 3,707 Service pupils attending schools in North
Yorkshire. Half of all Service children in North Yorkshire (50.1%) attend
schools situated in Richmondshire. Approximately one in five Service pupils
(21.3%) attend schools in Hambleton and almost one in five (18.6%) attend
schools in Harrogate. 

Armed Forces
Local Context



Launch of Service Children's Network

The Service Children's Network was formerly known as the Service Families
Strategy Group.  Angela Campbell was appointed as Chair prior to being
taking on her role as a new Service Children's Champion in January 2023. 
 Angela and Jess both felt that the group needed to be overhauled and
quickly implemented a new format to the meetings. 

The meetings are held termly and are split into two sections.  The first part
of the meeting is known as 'Initial Briefings' which involves local and
national updates and is attended by headteachers, local authority members
and military representatives.  The second part of the meeting is for CPD and
often features inspirational guest speakers.  The aim is to work with school-
based 'Service Children Advocates' in order to share good practice and
provide a space where they can ask for advice and guidance.

The meetings used to be quite poorly attended but now we have 40-50
people attending each meeting and feedback has included:

Autumn Term
Service Children

Just a short note of thanks to yourself
and Angela for the chance to talk about
the forthcoming due regard duty for the
Armed Forces Covenant and the council’s
plan to write a new covenant policy.

 
It was an excellent meeting, with a lot of
good information being shared and very
well attended, so thank you.

Anthony Ruddy,
Senior Strategy

and
Performance
Officer, NYCC



Annual Service to Remember

Each year the Service Children's Champion team organise a 'Service to
Remember' for military children.  This is hosted at Ripon Cathedral and is
attended by over 800 children and their teachers.  It is also attended by
representatives from North Yorkshire Council and the local military units.

Headteachers have also stated that the meetings are now much more
time-efficient and easy to access.  Use of TEAMs has meant that more
people have been able to attend.  

We have also begun to expand the reach of our Service Children's Network
and have included delegates from City of York and Oxfordshire Councils in
our most recent meeting.  The aim for the future of the Service Children's
Network is to extend the invite to even more local authorities and seek
further opportunities for increased collaboration.

Thank you for allowing me to attend.  Not
only was this informative for the

Regiment, but also for me as a parent to
Service children within the county.  The

exact day I also received an email from my
children’s school with regards to an art

workshop for the commemorative medals
and crowns.

Fiona Howells,
Welfare Clerk, 1RMP

RHQ (Regiment
Military Police)



The theme of the Service was 'In Memory of Queen Elizabeth II' as she had
recently passed away.  As the head of the Armed Forces we felt that it was
important that our Service children had an opportunity to celebrate her
life and say goodbye.  The altar was decorated by crowns and artwork
which had been made by children from schools across the county.  There
were also  some 3D crowns which had been created during an art
workshop provided by Rural Arts based in Thirsk in collaboration with
Never Such Innocence.

The service features contributions from
schools across the county and performances
from the Service Children's Community Choir
and other local schools.

Jess worked with children from Risedale
School to create a video which was broadcast
during the service.  The students spoke
eloquently about their understanding and
knowledge of remembrance.

 

Scan this QR code to view the
Risedale School Remembrance
video produced in collaboration

with BFBS

Scan this QR
code to view
some of the

highlights from
the Annual
Service to

Remember 2022



A special mention to the fantastic Mr John Huck, Parade Marshall, who led
the Royal British Legion Standard Bearer and our very own Service children,
Alex Pryce from Bedale High and John Shanley from Richmond School who
performed their duties as MKC Standard bearers brilliantly.

Mr Grahame Shepherd, MBE, who has more experience supporting Service
children and families than anyone else we know, performed his role as
Master of Ceremonies superbly. Mr Shepherd introduced VIPs, guests and
schools and made us all feel welcomed and at ease. He likened the service
to “a huge school assembly – and what a beautiful place to have a school
assembly” mentioning how this “wonderful 10th service celebrates,
commemorates, praises and gives joy to children” across all branches of the
Armed Forces. Mr Shepherd also made sure to warn the children we were
live streaming across the country, stating “who knows who may be
watching – maybe HM the King himself!”

Helen Collin
Deputy Lord

Lieutenant for North
Yorkshire

What really struck me was the
extraordinary pride that those very
articulate young people have in their

families. Pride that their
parents/relations are serving, pride in
previous generations some of whom

have made the ultimate sacrifice.



Service Children's Champion appointment

Due to a successful bid from Early Help, funding was acquired from the
Lotteries Community Fund. which meant that a second Service Children's
Champion could be appointed to work alongside Jess Greenhalgh who has
been in post since 2019.  

Angela Campbell was appointed in January 2023.  The champions have
worked in close collaboration to develop a new Local Offer for North
Yorkshire schools, raising awareness and advocating on behalf of Service
children and delivering high-quality support and CPD.

Spring Term
Service Children

Social Media
In January 2023 the team re-established
their social media accounts and began self-
producing videos to share information, well-
being tips, book recommendations and to
highlight key events and celebrations.

We have had enquires from Service families
based as far away as Liverpool and Germany
as a result of viewing our social media posts.  

View one of our
'Friday Facts' videos
that we share on

social media



SCN Newsletter

Following on from the success of our first two Service Children's Network
meetings in October and January we developed a brand-new monthly
digital newsletter.  The newsletter features information regarding
upcoming events, local and national updates and other key information. 
 The newsletter is sent directly to all members of the network with the aim
that it is also shared with other school-based colleagues.

The newsletter has been well-received and it is an excellent way to keep
Service children in the forefront of the minds of all those who work with
them day to day across our county.

Just wanted to say how
much I am loving your

videos on Facebook! They
are so interactive and

really show what you guys
do behind the scenes.

Debbie Coyle
Children and Family

Support Worker

View our most recent
newsletter here



Month of the Military Child - Photo Challenge
April is known as the 'Month of the Military
Child' and we felt that North Yorkshire should
lead the way in celebrating with our Armed
Force's community.  We established our first
ever photo-challenge with the theme of
'Welcome to Our World'.  We received over 100
entries and asked 5 special judges, including
Stuart Carlton, to select their favourite photos
for a special recognition award.  
Local companies kindly donated family day out
experiences for each of the winners so that the
families could enjoy some quality time
together.
We visited each of the winners at their school
to present them with a trophy, a certificate, a
bespoke chocolate lollipop and their tickets for
a day out.  We even took a trip to Cottingham
Primary School in Hull to visit one of the
winning families who had entered after
viewing our social media posts about the photo
challenge.
We used these opportunities to deliver whole-
school assemblies about military children in
order to further raise awareness of this unique
community.

Well-Being Workshops
We have visited and worked with smaller groups
of children in Primary schools focusing on the
'Five Ways to Wellbeing' but this year we also
delivered some whole-class sessions for Year 6
children to help them to cope during SATs and
upcoming transitions to secondary school.  We
self-produced presentations and work booklets to
ensure that they were engaging and user-friendly.

 



William, Georgina,
Charlotte, Sophie, Emily

Watson
Month of the Military Child Videos
In collaboration with BFBS we filmed a series of videos with Service
children.  This enabled the children to have an opportunity to speak about
their experiences, their challenges and what they were most proud of. 
 These videos also helped us to further raise the profile of Service children.

Just wanted to say Thank you so so much for our
Flamingo Land Tickets! 

Since our Dad left the Raf during covid, he didnt have
chance to have a proper resettlement so things have been
a bit tricky the last couple of years, he recently had a gap
in employment which meant days out like this have been
put on hold and wouldnt have been possible. Things are

looking up now but this was the treat we all needed as a
family. 

People often forget the children of the recent service
leavers struggle too, maybe even more so then whilst

serving. 

BFBS video

Self-produced
videoStudents at Richmond High

School took part in filming...



Foxglove Covert Photo Exhibition
Following on from the success of our photo challenge we were approached
by Carl Watts from Foxglove Covert, Catterick Garrison.  He offered us an
opportunity to host an exhibition at the centre.  They were keen to work
with us as they wanted to increase the profile of the nature reserve in the
local military community.  

Summer Term
Service Children

Representatives from the local community, council members and military
representatives were invited to a special launch event, featuring a special
poetry reading and performances from the Service Children's Community
Choir.  The event was a success and the children enjoyed a pond-dipping
activity whilst the adults enjoyed viewing the photographs and quotes.



The children were entertained by British Army Band Catterick and put
through their paces in a warm-up session led by some Physical Training
Instructors.  They had the opportunity to participate in a range of activities
and to sit in some of the military vehicles.  It was a chance for the children to
gain a greater insight into the world of their serving parents and also for their
civilian friends to understand what it is like to be a Service child.

Armed Forces Day for Children
The Service Children's Champion team worked
closely with Catterick Garrison Headquarters
to organise this incredible event.  Over 750
children attended from a range of local
schools but also from as far away as York and
Scarborough.

There were demonstrations from the Ghurka
Regiment, food provided by the Royal Lancers
and a flyover from a vintage Tiger Moth plane
that had once been based in Catterick during
World War Two.

 

Scan this QR
code to view

some feedback
from children
who attended

this year's event



Supporting Well-being
Jess and Angela have delivered 'Five Ways to
Well-being' courses at a variety of Primary schools this
year, as well as delivering whole class anxiety workshops and whole school
bespoke assemblies on military life.  They have also supported individual
families who have experienced challenges due to military life.  Angela
Campbell is the founder of the Service Children's Community Choir which
continues to grow, supporting children with their mental health.  We have
also worked with North Yorkshire Youth Voice to give children an
opportunity to express themselves through poetry.

A  'Parents Emotional Well-being' course has been developed in
collaboration with Children and Family Support Workers with a specific
focus on military families.  The aim is to roll this course out in the next
academic year.

Ongoing 
Service Children

Career Professional Development
We have supported educational professionals through the delivery of nigh-
quality CPD sessions on the impact of military life on pupils, Service Pupil
Premium, family support, deployment and mobility.  

Collaboration with Stakeholders
The Service Children's Champion team attend Civil Integration Partnership
Board and MOD/LAP meetings.  They liaise with SCiP Alliance, SCISS, AFF,
NFF and RAFFF.  They have also met and worked with representatives from
Royal British Legion, Inspiring Choices. Reading Force and Little Troopers.  



Citations
Highlighting North Yorkshire's SCC role...

Nickie Young, Service Pupil's Champion
for North Yorkshire 2015-2021, was

involved in the consultation process for
this report. 

The unique nature of this role led to
Recommendation 28 of the report.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/895236/Living_in_our_shoes_Full_Report__1__embargoed_30_June.pdf
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/campaigns-policy-and-research/best-practice-guides/support-for-service-children
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*Click the logo for the full article*

https://armedforceseducation.org/collective-grants/
https://armyandyou.co.uk/service-kids-champion/
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*Click the logo for the full report*

Listening to Learn:
The Voices of Service

Children report

Service Children in
State Schools - "Voice

of Schools" report
2021

https://www.scipalliance.org/research/listening-to-learn-the-voices-of-service-children
https://www.sciss.org.uk/voice-of-schools-project/


Further evidence
To support the SCC role...

"Kin and Country" - Growing up as an Armed Forces Child - Children's
Commissioner report 2018

North Yorkshire Council's Armed Forces Covenant Policy 2023

Family Continuous Attitude Survey (FAMCAS) 2022

Naval Children's Charity - Impact of Military Life on the Service Child 2021

RAF Benevolent Fund research reports - "Growing up in the RAF" and
"Meeting the Needs of the RAF Family"

SCISS - "The Voice of Schools" report 2021

Royal British Legion - Supporting Service Children in England

SCiP Alliance - Listening to Learn: The Voices of Service children

Living in Our Shoes - Andrew Selous MP 2020 report

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2018/06/KIN-AND-COUNTRY-Growing-up-as-an-Armed-Forces-child.pdf
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/community-and-volunteering/armed-forces-covenant/north-yorkshire-council-armed-forces-covenant-policy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1091338/Tri-Service_Families_Continuous_Attitude_Survey_2022_Main_Report.pdf
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/the-impact-of-military-life-on-the-service-child/
https://www.rafbf.org/about-us/our-publications/research-reports
https://www.sciss.org.uk/voice-of-schools-project/
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/campaigns-policy-and-research/best-practice-guides/support-for-service-children
https://www.scipalliance.org/research/listening-to-learn-the-voices-of-service-children
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/895236/Living_in_our_shoes_Full_Report__1__embargoed_30_June.pdf

